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Pop Up Festival Presents 
live-streamed 21 author events 

into classrooms across the UK and 
internationally 

from 14 to 18 June 2021.

46,003 pupils and their teachers 
from 697 schools attended 1,677 
author readings, performances 

and workshops. 

Pop Up’s flagship education 
programme Pop Up Festival has been 
bringing literature to life for over 
120,000 children and young people 
since 2011. 

Pop Up Festival Presents was devised in 
response to the ongoing impacts of the 
Covid-19 pandemic. It built on the learning 
gained in 2020 from switching from in-person 
to online author visits and classroom 
workshops during Pop Up Festival and an 
extended pilot for pupils in special schools.

Pop Up Festival Presents was run on 
Crowdcast, free to any school to participate in. 
It catered to a wide range of ages, abilities and 
interests - from KS1 to KS12, including fiction, 
poetry and literature in translation. Events 
were able to be attended simultaneously by 
multiple classes and schools.

Introduction



Teachers’ feedback

From Liverpool to Cornwall, over 100 teachers 
provided feedback on Pop Up Festival 
Presents, after attending one or more events.

95% of teachers said they would 
recommend Pop Up Festival 

Presents to a colleague.

81% of respondents rated 
their event as 8, 9, or 

10 out of 10.

“Amazing 
free resource with 

inspirational authors. 
What’s not to love?!”

“Loved the variety of the 
authors and the 
experience was 

wonderful.”



85% of teachers said they had or planned to 
engage their pupils in activities related to the 
author and their book.

“Many went out and purchased 
the books themselves afterwards 
and then brought them to school 

to read! Thank You!”

“One pupil has bought the Mr Gum 
collection following on from the 

Andy Stanton session as he 
enjoyed it so much.” 

“The children 
enjoyed Emily Gravett's 

drawing session and 
the standard of work 

produced was 
amazing!”

“The excitement when a child 
heard their name and school 

spoken on screen and the 
author/illustrator answering 

them was tangible!”

Pupil Engagement



Outcomes for Pupils

We received highly positive feedback 
from teachers about their pupils’ 
enjoyment of the events and their 
learning and wider outcomes:

Teachers said that 1 in 3 of their 
pupils felt inspired 
to read more books 
by the same author...

...and over 1 in 4 pupils talked 
about the event afterwards 
with their peers.

Teachers also said that over 1 
in 4 pupils gained new skills 
in storytelling, creative 
writing and/or drawing.

“The event has increased their 
confidence and self-belief in 

becoming authors themselves.”



Testimony

“Loved the 
variety of the authors 
and the experience 

was wonderful.”

“Thoroughly enjoyed by 
all classroom staff and 

children. Great for a 
push on reading for 

pleasure!”

“Thank you so much, the children and 
teachers thoroughly enjoyed the 

events and found them inspirational.”

“Great for children to see 
authors and illustrators are 
real people.”

“I was thrilled by the event. 
The quality of presentation 
was excellent and the 
content was incredible. 
The children talked about 
it all week!”

Participants commented further on the 
range, quality and impact of the events:



Highlight Recommendations:

The following is a summary of teachers’ 
recommendations for any future iteration of 
Pop Up Festival Presents:

● Begin events with a short reading and share 
the pages on screen as the authors read;

● Authors discuss backlist as well as new or 
forthcoming books, so that it resonates with 
the children and keeps them interested;

● Authors provide resources relevant to the 
event;

● Make recorded sessions available for a few 
weeks afterwards to allow them to be used 
with other groups;

● Move the events around literary themed 
weeks or days, such as World Book Day, as 
the summer period is filled with deadlines;

● Remember home educators, Librarians and 
Engagement Support Leaders in 
promotions.
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Thank You

Pop Up Projects, set up in 2011, is a non-profit national children’s 
literature development agency.
Our mission is to transform lives through literature. 
Community Interest Company Reg. No. 7504770.

Contact education@pop-up.org.uk 
or visit www.pop-up.org.uk

Thanks to the Peter Sowerby Foundation and 
the Arts Council England for their support

“Keep providing 
online events, as they 

are more accessible to 
a wider audience.”

“This is the first year 
we have attended 

Pop Up Festival 
but it won't be the last.” 


